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DO NOT GIVE PLACE
TO THE DEVIL

Kevin Berry

INTRODUCTION1

The theme for this lectureship, Your Adversary the Devil, is fitting
and much needed for the church of Our Lord today. Unfortunately, we
face a world today which is increasingly more adversarial to the idea
of God and to the redemptive work of His Son, Jesus Christ. Ulti-
mately, Satan is blameworthy of these thoughts, ideas and concepts. He
is our common adversary. Satan is not only the adversary of all persons
now living, he has been the adversary of all who have ever lived and
who will ever live. He is more than just an ardent foe of man, Satan is
the archenemy of God.

In the Scriptures, this evil one is called the “devil.” Literally, the
term “devil” means “an accuser, a slanderer.”2  The devil, known as
Satan, is real. He is a spirit-being without a fleshly body, but the devil
is a real being. Peter warned that the devil is actively seeking to harm
us when he wrote: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Pet. 5:8). Scriptures detail the devil’s outright opposition to the work
of the Lord. Thus, to borrow from Paul’s wording in 2 Corinthians
2:11, “Lest Satan should get an advantage of us,” we must not be
“ignorant of his devices.”

New Testament Scriptures are categorical in their certainty that the
devil is evil and that he desires for people to become evil like him. The
following patent texts put into words the persona of the devil, giving
titles which fit his evil objective and character. He is called:
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1. “Beelzebub the prince of the devils” (Mt. 12:24).
2. “A murderer ... A liar, and the father of it” (Jn. 8:44).
3. “The prince of this world” (Jn. 12:31; 14:30; 16:11).
4. “The god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4).
5. “The prince of the power of the air” (Eph. 2:2).
6. “The evil one” (Eph. 6:16, ASV).
7. “The angel of the bottomless pit ... Abaddon ... Apollyon”

(Rev. 9:11).
8. “The great dragon ... that old serpent, called the Devil, and

Satan” (Rev. 12:9).
9. “The prince of the devils” (Mt. 9:34; cf., 12:24; Lk. 11:15).

10. “The wicked one ... the enemy” (Mt. 13:19, 39).
11. “An angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:13-14).
12. “The tempter” (1 Thess. 3:5).

Truly, this subject is of great importance, one that merits our
careful examination. My assigned text is Ephesians 4:27— “Neither
give place to the devil.” It should be of vital concern to us to under-
stand how one may give place to the devil, the corollary consequences
and circumstances that result from giving place to the devil, and how
to arrest any actions regarding giving place to the devil.
UNCONTROLLED ANGER GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL

Paul instructs: “Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down
upon your wrath: Neither give place to the devil” (Eph. 4:26-27).
Literally the text reads, “be ye angry, but do not sin.” There is anger
that is not sinful. Because of the hardness of heart of those around Him,
Jesus “looked round about on them with anger” (Mk. 3:5). Psalm 7:11
reads: “God is angry with the wicked every day.” The Bible teaches
that the state of being angry is not sinful, but, to be more precise,
protracted and uncontrolled anger is dangerous to one’s soul.

Anger can lead quickly to sin. Therefore, if one does not have his
anger under control, he will be wise to quickly regain control of himself
and remove it from the heart (Col. 3:8). Christians must not allow
uncontrolled anger to abide in their hearts. We must honestly deal with
uncontrolled anger, making every effort to get over it. If not, our
adversary, the devil will find a way to use it against us. “A fool uttereth
all his anger; But a wise man keepeth it back and stilleth it” (Pro.
29:11, ASV). Anger must be handled properly and dealt with wisely.
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What is the meaning of the phrase, “Neither give place to the devil”
(Eph. 4:27)? Other versions translate it: “give no opportunity to the
devil” (ESV); “leave no loop-hole for the devil” (NEB); and “do not
give the devil a foothold” (NIV). The Greek term for “give place”
conveys the idea of giving room to something, providing an ave-
nue/invitation to enter into our hearts.3 The devil, will seize upon any
and every opportunity to work his evil in our hearts and lives. Contex-
tually speaking, the implication of Paul’s statement is that if one yields
to his anger, he is inviting the devil to take advantage of an opportunity
to lead him into sin. The devil knows that uncontrolled and unresolved
anger may lead to evil thoughts and feelings which can lead to evil
actions. As a consequence, the devil is given room to bring about a
soul’s downfall and/or keep it under his rule. If a Christian mishandles
his anger or wrath, he too may “give place to the devil,” i.e., give the
devil an opportunity to harm his own life and possibly that of others.

GOSSIP GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL
Another way in which we can “give place to the devil” is by

engaging in gossip. Unfortunately, some Christians like to hear gossip
and to share it with others. It “satisfies” an “emotional need” they have.
Gossip is rooted in our need to feel good about ourselves. As we bring
others down, we gain the illusion that we are moving upward. That is
one reason why spreading gossip is so difficult to resist. A “gossiper”
is a person who habitually spreads intimate or private rumors or facts;
one who enjoys telling negative things about other people. Under the
guise of sharing “news,” a gossiper is always eager to be “in the know”
regarding “current events” no matter how sordid.

Gossip may fall into the category of libel, which includes false
accusations and character assassination. The normal pattern of gossip
in the Lord’s church is for a disgruntled member to broadcast his
grievance to all instead of going directly to the ones involved. Soon the
gossip mill has cast a shadow on someone's good name. The gossiping
Christians in such cases have “given place to the devil.” We must work
to eliminate the spread of gossip which disrupts both friendships and
a congregation’s peace. Inspiration condemns such. Consider these
examples from Scripture:

And withal they learn to be idle, wandering about from house to
house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies,
speaking things which they ought not (1 Tim. 5:13).
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For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his
tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him
eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it
(1 Pet. 3:10-11).

No doubt, Peter was borrowing his quotation from Psalms 34:12-14—
What man is he that desireth life, and loveth many days, that he
may see good? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from
speaking guile. Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and
pursue it.

Imagine how many friendships have ended as the result of gossip (cf.,
Pro. 11:13; 16:28; 18:8; 20:19; 26:22; Ecc. 10:20; 1 Tim. 5:13).

From the dawn of time, the Lord has deemed it necessary to give
direction relative to the use of the tongue. “Thou shalt not go up and
down as a talebearer among thy people: neither shalt thou stand against
the blood of thy neighbour: I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:16). “Keep thy
tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile” (Ps. 34:13). Gossip
sometimes begins innocently, even accidentally. However, as James
3:1-10 shows, all it takes is one careless word, one slip of the tongue,
and a whole congregation can be brought down. If we “give place to
the devil” [an opportunity or foothold to him] in this manner, it will not
take long for a flickering flame of destruction to become a raging
inferno. James 3:6 points out: “And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole
body.” Do not believe the old adage about sticks and stones. Gossip
(words) will harm others, and it can do untold damage to the body of
Christ, too. In a matter of seconds, gossip can crumble godly reputa-
tions that it took a lifetime to build. With reference to gossip and
“giving place to the devil,” Jesus said: “That every idle word that men
shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment”
(Mt. 12:36). The sin of gossip is self-destructive for the individual who
is giving place to the devil in this way. Inevitably, all gossiping done
by members of the Lord’s church is giving the devil an invitation to
work destruction in the family of God.

EVIL SURMISINGS GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL
Another way that we can “give place to the devil” is by evil

surmisings. “Evil surmisings” is a phrase found only in 1 Timothy 6:4.
With reference to this text, B.J. Clarke makes this observation:
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Evil surmisings is a phrase found only here in the New Testa-
ment, although the verb form of the word surmising appears
three times in the book of Acts, and is translated as “to deem,
think, or suppose.” Not all suppositions are evil, but those in the
context of 1 Timothy 6 are clearly defined as such. Hence, evil
surmisings are unfounded suspicions and uncharitable assump-
tions toward our brethren. How many times have we been
suspicious of the motives and intents of our brethren, and
without any factual foundation for so doing? It is always very
hard to do justice to the motives of one who seems to us to be
living in sin, or to believe it to be possible that he acts from
“right motives.” May we ever remember that love will cause us
to think the best first, and not the worst (1 Cor. 13:7). This is not
to say that we should wear blinders and ignore those who are
clearly documented to be false teachers. It is to say that we
should believe the best about someone until there is clear
evidence for believing otherwise!4

The child of God gives “place to the devil” when he judges the
heart of another and, without proof or clear testimony, attributes evil
motivation or wrongdoing to him. The inclination to attribute evil
motives for the acts of others is a devil’s trap in which one is easily
ensnared. In our evil surmisings, we “give place to the devil” by
cultivating in our attitude a bitter, envious, and hateful disposition
toward others. Having this kind of an attitude, we invite the devil into
our hearts and provide him with an avenue to work havoc in our lives
and in the lives of the brethren.

In recent years, many faithful gospel preachers, elders, deacons,
Bible class teachers, missionaries and other saints have been victimized
by brethren who have not only harbored, but have also given voice to
their evil surmisings. When this happens (giving place to the devil in
this way) the church for which Jesus shed his precious blood is always
hurt. The devil loves to receive the invitation to harm the Cause of
Christ—and evil surmisings is one of his deceptive ways to bring this
about. We can resist the devil’s deceptive weapon of evil surmisings by
adopting the attitude Christ taught us to have. He instructed: “Therefore
all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them: for this is the law and the prophets” (Mt. 7:12).

RACISM GIVES PLACE TO THE DEVIL
Another way we can “give place to the devil” is by allowing

ourselves to accept or become involved in the despicable sin of racism.
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“Racism” defined is: “discriminatory or abusive behavior towards
members of another race ... the prejudice that members of one race are
intrinsically superior to members of other races.”5

In my estimation, we [Christians] have done a good job of giving
this issue a “superficial look over.” My hope and prayer is that we, the
children of God, will finally fully acknowledge the fact we have not
adequately engaged in the necessary channels of communication and
undertaken the consequent actions which seriously address this area of
sin. Still, in the twenty-first century, it is a fact that Christians (regard-
less of their ethnicity) utter racially charged comments and tell
denigrating racial jokes. This is the “lighter” side of things, if I can
couch it in such a manner. Unfortunately, this writer knows (existen-
tially) racism can demonstrate itself in many sinful and discouraging
ways. Racism is still alive and well among some brethren. The devil
will always seize the invitation to deceive a Christian’s heart and
therein have a place of residence. This  he often successfully does when
people “give place to the devil” by means of racism.

In Galatians 2:9-14, the text relates a time when Peter and Paul
found themselves in an interesting situation. Peter was dining with
Gentile Christians until Jewish Christians entered the scene. Then,
Peter removed himself from the presence of the Gentiles and ate with
“his people,” the Jews. Paul confronted Peter to the face. Furthermore,
he went on to explain that Peter and Barnabas were not straightforward
about the truth of the gospel when they gave deference to the people of
their own heritage (Gal. 2:13-14). The Bible repeatedly makes the point
that the Gospel is for all!

God is no respecter of persons and neither should we be. Luke
wrote: “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive
that God is no respecter of persons: But in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him” (Acts 10:34-35).
Paul wrote: “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (Gal.
6:10). Likewise, Paul wrote:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the
flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the
Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye
were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye
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who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of
Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath
broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of command-
ments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain
one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile
both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity
thereby: And came and preached peace to you which were afar
off, and to them that were nigh. For through him we both have
access by one Spirit unto the Father. Now therefore ye are no
more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God; And are built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone; In whom all the building fitly framed together
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: In whom ye also are
builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit
(Eph. 2:11-22).

Discussing the subject at hand, Wayne Jackson observed:
There is still prejudice, however, among all groups of the human
family. But as the spirit of Jesus progressively invades our souls,
racist attitudes must evaporate. Racism is morally wrong for the
following reasons:
1. It denies the basic unity of the human family as the offspring

of God. Adam and Eve are the grandparents of us all (Gen.
3:20).

2. The denigration of any human being, made in the image of
God, is an assault upon the Creator himself (cf. Gen. 9:6).

3. Since Christ died for all people (1 Tim. 2:5-6), any attempt to
castigate a segment of humanity, suggesting its unworthiness,
reflects upon the Savior’s sacrifice.

4. Racism militates against one intended design of Jesus’ mission
– to eradicate all ethnic barriers (Gal. 3:28).6

May we strive to ensure that we do not “give place to the devil”
through the horrible sin of racism.

OTHER WAYS ONE MAY GIVE PLACE TO THE DEVIL
Secular World View

Moses recorded: “Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched
his tent toward Sodom” (Gen. 13:12). Today, men “give place to the
devil” when they pitch their tent toward Sodom. That is to say, men
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today are choosing that which is secular and temporary over that which
is spiritual and eternal. One of the painful ailments afflicting the church
of Christ today is the worldliness of her members. When a Christian’s
personality reflects the attitude of the world, he is providing an
invitation to the devil to “come in” and be the major influence in his
life. The Bible provides an abundance of warnings relative to choosing
that which is secular over that which is spiritual (cf., Rom.12:2; 2 Tim.
4:10; Jas. 4:4; 1 Jn. 2:15-17). We must learn inspiration’s lesson and
refuse to adopt and live a secular, worldly life. When we do this, we
will close another door which might “give place to the devil.”
Biblical Illiteracy

Another way Christians willingly “give place to the devil” is by
their lack of Bible knowledge. Maybe more so than ever before, the
devil is after our souls. We need every aid at our disposal to anchor our
souls and to resist and overcome the devil. A good working knowledge
of God’s Word is one of the best offenses and defenses we can have to
perform this task. Jesus used His knowledge of the Scriptures to resist
the devil (Mt. 4:1-11; Lk. 4:1-13). Our only offensive weapon in our
spiritual battle against the devil is the sword of the Spirit, the Word of
God (Eph. 6:17).

Having stated the above, getting the members to faithfully attend
Sunday morning and Wednesday evening Bible class is a daunting
challenge for most congregations. Attempting to give adults homework
assignments is even more challenging. Performing simple Bible drills
(testing knowledge)—such as citing all of the books of the Bible,
identifying the number of the days of creation, giving the text in the
New Testament where Jesus said He would build His church, and how
to become a Christian—are met with obvious unawareness by a great
many saints. Furthermore, a lack of Bible knowledge has fostered
Liberalism’s growth in the minds of vast numbers of uninformed,
receptive, but unsuspecting Christians who have been willing to accept
as “Gospel” anything they have been taught. Bear in mind that our
common adversary, the devil, will have residence in our hearts and
lives if we give place to him by not studying the Scriptures as we
should (cf., Hos. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:15).
Entertainment Choices

Finally, we can “give place to the devil” by our choices of
entertainment. On this point, Louis Rushmore observed:
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Some video games promote immorality or otherwise threaten
souls. One or more video games promote shooting police, rape,
pornography, illicit drug use, stealing cars and murder, prompt-
ing several states to draft legislation to limit sales of these to
minors and many church groups to oppose them. The medium of
a video game is neither right nor wrong, but the content will
determine whether a particular video game is a threat to one's
soul. Does the game condone sinful activity, which condoning
sinful activity is a type of sin (Romans 1:32; 2 Thessalonians
2:12)?
Some movies and television shows promote immorality or
otherwise threaten souls. What passes for acceptable primetime,
family viewing on television today brings some of the most
immoral samples of our society into our homes (e.g., sex,
violence, drunkenness, drug abuse, homosexuality, etc.). How
difficult is it to think on good things when the scripts for what
we watch lead us to root for depraved specimens of society
(Philippians 4:8)? Don't we begin to view as less serious the sins
that are so commonly illustrated often in vivid detail upon
television and movie screens? Isn't it an impossible task to
convince family, friends and neighbors of our sincerity as
Christians when we revel in some of the same debauchery that
they do when they view their videos or television and movie
screens (Romans 2:1)?
Some Internet content promotes immorality or otherwise
threatens souls. Especially parents need to exercise vigilance to
protect their children from explicit and harmful Internet content
(i.e., set strict filters with password protection for search
engines). The Internet is a tremendous tool for good, but it can
be likewise a channel through which every “filthy conduct”
flows into one's home (2 Peter 2:7 NKJV). “Filthy conduct,”
such as pornography, is as dangerous for adults as it is for
minors, and it is a part of the “every form of evil” from which
Christians need to “abstain” (1 Thessalonians 5:22 ASV, NKJV).
Some music promotes immorality or otherwise threatens souls.
Some people erroneously suppose that, for instance, all rock
music is sinful, but country music is all right. Rather than
ascribing sin to the notes and beat (e.g., rock versus country,
etc.), the lyrics of any music primarily determine if it promotes
immorality or otherwise threatens souls. The words, themes and
messages of songs in most if not all types of music are riddled
with immorality, especially including country music today. It is
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no more appropriate to sing or listen to words and sinful activity
praised than it would be for us to emulate those sins in our lives.
“But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness”
(1 Timothy 6:11). “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteous-
ness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of
a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22); there are some things that the
child of God cannot feed upon and still “call on the Lord out of
a pure heart.” Remember, Jesus Christ is our supreme example
(WWJD seems appropriate here) (1 Peter 2:21).
Some printed matter promotes immorality or otherwise threatens
souls. Sometimes it's the text that portrays in a favorable light
this ungodly world and the pleasures of sin (Hebrews 11:25;
James 5:5). Sometimes pictures portray favorably especially
sexual perversions (e.g., pornography) (1 Corinthians 6:9). The
child of God does not “abstain from fleshly lusts that war against
the soul” when he or she reads the devil's literature (1 Peter
2:11).
Some recreation promotes immorality or otherwise threatens
souls. Gambling, for instance, is not merely a form of harmless
recreation because it harms most of those who engage in it as
well as diminishes the biblical work ethic (Ephesians 4:28). Fun
in the sun where people in the presence of other people dress
scantily goes against biblical instruction both about modesty and
lust (1 Timothy 2:9; Matthew 5:28, e.g., sunbathing, public
swimming where contemporary swimsuits prevail). How can the
child of God convince his family, friends and neighbors of his
sincerity as a Christian when he chooses recreation that promotes
immorality or otherwise threatens souls?
Some social activities promote immorality or otherwise threaten
souls. Modern dances have long contributed to improper
handling of unmarried males and females, often leading to
fornication (1 Peter 4:3 NKJV; Titus 2:12). The pleasurable
consumption of alcohol dilutes one's inhibitions and is often the
threshold to additional sin (Galatians 5:21). How can the child
of God convince his family, friends and neighbors of his
sincerity as a Christian when he or she also pursues the vices of
the world?
We must never “give place to the devil” (Ephesians 4:27). It
doesn't make any sense to not “give place to the devil” in our
Christian worship and Christian service if we “give place to the
devil” in our Christian living when it comes to our entertainment
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choices (James 4:7). Can the world tell the difference between
the speech, conduct and entertainment choices of Christians
versus worldly speech, conduct and entertainment choices? If
not, there may not be enough evidence to convict us as Chris-
tians! Christians must bring “every thought to the obedience of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).7

Our common ungodly, unethical, evil adversary, the devil, does not
“play by the rules.” His modus operandi is to have his way by any
means necessary, and there are no boundaries. We have to be careful
how our children entertain themselves and what we chose for our
entertainment. We must be ever careful not to “give place to the devil”
through the medium of entertainment.

CONCLUSION
As my parents used to say when I was a child: “The devil is always

busy!” Therefore, the question is: “How can we make sure we do not
give place to the devil?” In answering that question, remember:

[L]et not the sun go down upon your wrath: Neither give place
to the devil (Eph. 4:26-27).
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil (Eph. 6:11).
Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (Eph. 6:16).
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will
flee from you (Jas. 4:7).

Let us instead of giving place to the devil, give place to Christ being
formed in us (cf., Gal. 4:19).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 W.E. Vine, An Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappen,
NJ: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1966), 306.
3 Tyler Young, “Resisting Verses Giving Place To The Devil.” Satan:
Diabolical Ruler Of The World And Enemy Of God And Man, ed. Curtis A.
Cates (Pulaski, TN: Sain Publications, 2002), 648.
4 B.J. Clarke, “Warnings About Riches And A Final Charge.” Studies in 1 and
2 Timothy and Titus, ed. Dub McClish (Denton, TX: Valid Publications, 2001),
208.
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